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Passion of the Christ by Mel Gibson:

Jesus Christ as a Hero


Jesus Christ does not mean the same thing to any two people in the world. Some people see Jesus as the reason humankind as a race is not condemned. Others see him as a historical figure and others still as nothing but a story. Regardless of opinion, I believe most people would agree that Jesus Christ is a hero. 


Joseph Campbell describes a hero as going through a three step process of departure, trials and initiation and finally, return. The story of Jesus Christ can be broken down many ways to fit these three stages, none of which are necessarily better than another. I feel Passion of the Christ, directed by Mel Gibson, depicts Jesus’ departure as God’s act of bringing him into the world in the first place. The whole reason the Son of God was brought upon Man was to die for them and save them from their sins. The movie shows the call becoming great the eve before Jesus was captured. While sweating blood, Jesus prayed to God asking if there was any other way. I saw this as an attempted refusal of call; however, Jesus knew this was his duty and purpose. After Jesus is taken in by the Jews and realizes the course of events is inevitable, the trials and initiation stages begins which is where most of the movie is focused. Jesus is tortured in attempt to break him down and have him confess that he is not the Son of God. I personally do not see Jesus as seeking an understanding of the duality of the female or the mercifulness of the male; however, the story can probably be analyzed from this aspect. The movie depicts the end of Jesus’ trials as his crucifixion. Here he has completed what he was sent to do and changed society through his continual preaching and eventual death. Passion of the Christ only briefly addresses Jesus’ return with a brief scene of his resurrection at the end. Therefore, Jesus does not only fit the typical ideal of a hero by inspiring others around the world to become better people; he also fits Joseph Campbell’s description of a literary hero. 


For me, Jesus Christ portrays a historical hero in Passion of the Christ. I believe that a majority of the events in the movie could be historically accurate. In that case, he inspired many people during his time and continues to through today also. However, I do not personally believe Jesus to be the literal Son of God and therefore the line of fact and fiction is drawn at the supernatural happenings in the movie. To me this skews Campbell’s three stages, more specifically, the first and third stages. I believe Jesus as a historical figure probably endured much prosecution and grief for his beliefs and teachings, especially if he ever referred to himself as ordained by God to save mankind. Therefore, the trials and initiations of Passion of the Christ stand in accordance with my beliefs. However, I do not agree with the movie’s portrayal of the calling from God as the first stage and Jesus’ resurrection as the third stage.

