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Arrg!  The Pirates of the Caribbean: a Modern Day Trickster Tale


The ‘Pirates of the Caribbean’ is an all encompassing and imaginative story plays on the emotions of children and adults alike, adventures of pirates on the open sea, trickery and deceit, sword fighting, ghost’s and death.  Johnny Depp’s performance as Captain Jack Sparrow, a pirate captain who has been overthrown by his crew and a new captain, and left to die, is unique and exciting.  Sparrow has a witty and clever personality who has no qualms with stealing, betraying, or lying to anyone in order to retain the privileges bestowed upon him as the captain of a mystical pirate ship ‘The Black Pearl.’


In his attempts to regain control of ‘The Black Pearl,’ Sparrow uses word trickery and mind games with the two lowly British soldiers to steal a British ship.  Sparrow does not retain the ship, but sets himself up to meet people that he can use for leverage.  In his endeavor to escape from being held captive as a pirate, meets William Turner, the only child of a pirate who can lift the curse placed on the ‘The Black Pearl.’  The plot quickly thickens once Jack Sparrow and William meet up to commandeer a ship from the British fleet, and chasing after the ‘The Black Pearl’ becomes their mission.   They do not take the ship by force but rather use skulduggery and misdirection.  They begin by using a small row boat and flipping it upside down, so that air remains in the cavity of the boat while walking out to the main ship; meanwhile the British are preparing to leave port in the second of their ships.  After boarding, Jack and Will gain the attention of the other boat and lure their prey in.  The British navy and boards; in the meantime, Jack and Will board the speeder already prepared boat and begin on their way, leaving the British behind.  An excellent example of Jack’s cleverness, and all out disregard for the well bing of others in the pursuit of his ship.  In William Hynes book, Mapping the Characteristics of Mythic Trickster, the description of a trickster is quite obvious and  falls under the deceiver and trick-player, “All semblances of truth and falsity are subject to his rapid alchemy.”(Hynes 35)  


Jack’s largest scheme comes near the end of the movie, he has brought the British navy and the pirates near each other, playing one against the other becomes his plan of action.  He tells the Commander of the British navy that he will go in and send the pirates out, and with this advanced warning the British could win.  By this point, neither the British navy nor the pirates trust Sparrow very much; therefore, neither do what they are told.  Jack succeeds in convincing the pirate that they, while under their curse can attack the British and win.  This would give the pirates another ship and make Captain Barbosa the commander of a fleet; meanwhile, Jack would become the captain of ‘the Black Pearl’ again.   But, just like any good trickster Sparrow has a plan and is scheming.  While the pirate are off fighting with the British, Captain Barbosa and Sparrow duel.  In the meantime, William has come to understand the curse and frees the pirates, to their deaths.


The British navy with some casualties has won the battle, ridding the Caribbean of these pirates, Barbosa has been killed by Jack, William and Elisabeth profess their love to each other, and life continues with some sort of normalcy.  The story comes to a happy ending of sorts, Captain Jack Sparrow is allowed to escape, he continues his search for ‘the Black Pearl’ and the adventure continues.  The ending of the movie is reminiscent of the Peter Pan stories, and ongoing and continuous adventure of cat and mouse.  The movie contains and accurate portrayal of a modern day trickster, the origins of the story may be old, but the interpretation of the story is like no other.

