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Cinderella Variations

http://www.rickwalton.com/folktale/bryant80.htm

I found “Billy Beg and His Bull” on a webpage that had many Cinderella stories listed by continent. This particular story is from Ireland. When I started reading it, I did not see the parallel to the Disney Cinderella, the one I am most accustomed to. However, there are a few aspects of “Billy Beg and His Bull” that allow it to be classified as one of the many Cinderella tales. In the beginning, Billy’s mom, the “good queen”, died, leaving just Billy and his father. The king then remarried a woman who did not like Billy, and in this case, did not like his bull either. The killing of Billy’s bull is similar to the killing of Yeh-hsien’s fish in the Chinese Cinderella. As with all the Cinderella stories I have read so far, Billy obtains magic powers from somewhere. After Billy’s bull dies, he pulls a napkin from one ear and eats well, and also obtains a sword, superhuman strength and the inability to die from the bull. While Billy is taking residence in a gentleman’s cottage, the whole town goes to see the slaying of a dragon at the castle for the princess. Similar to Cinderella, Billy, somewhat uninvited, goes undercover and attends the event. After Billy steps out of the crowd and slays the dragon, he manages to escape, but not without leaving behind one of his shoes. Yet another parallel to Cinderella, the whole town must try on the shoe and, of course, it only fits Billy. The consequence of this mimics Cinderella and Billy marries the princess and lives happily ever after.

