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Cinderella Student Example

Perrault, Charels.  Cinderella.  France. 1697

Yeh-Shen, the Chinese version, was recorded by Tuan Ch’eng-shih between 850 AD and is the earliest written version of the tale.  The next recorded version Contes de ma Mere L’Oye is French and was written by Charles Perrault in 1697.  Perrault heard the story from storytellers and recorded his version with small additions for a literary effect.

Perrault’s version of Cinderella is much different than the original tale Yeh-Shen in that he changed many details and factors in the story while maintaining the same general structure.  He introduced the fairy godmother, the pumpkin carriage, the animal servants and the glass slippers.  In Yeh-Shen, a magical fish was used instead of a fairy godmother and golden shoes were used instead of glass slippers.  Perrault’s version also ends slightly differently than Yeh-Shen and other versions that succeed it with Cinderella being very kind to her stepsisters by finding husbands for them.  In general it shares much more in common with most other versions of Cinderella than it does from the original Yeh-Shen and is what gave us the familiar characters we know.

http://www.surlalunefairytales.com/
