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Ocean’s Eleven- A Tsunami Of Trickery


Trickster tales have entertained millions of people for centuries. In today’s world it is no different. People seem to think that trickster tales are a thing of the past. However, the trickster tale is not a dead art form. On the contrary, as this paper examines Ocean’s Eleven, it is clear that there are indeed modern trickster tales. 

Danny Ocean, the film’s main character, has an anomalous personality in playing the role of deceiver and trickster. His personality is seen in the opening of the movie when his parole officers are questioning him. One of the parole officers asks, “How do we know you won’t do this again?”(Ocean’s Eleven). Ocean does not directly answer the question instead deciding to focus on the fact that his wife left him. His personality is further brought to light in the fact that most people have respect for the law and what can happen to them if the break it. Not Ocean, although he has only been a free man for a few months, hen is already formulating a plan for his next job.

In many trickster tales the trickster receives help from others in order for his plan to be successfully carried out. This film is no different. Ocean recruits eleven men each with a specific job to carry out. Ocean recruits Brad Pitt’s character, Rusty Ryan, as his side kick. He then recruits Basher, a conman who is an expert in explosives. In addition, he recruits Livingston Dell, a man who is an expert in the intricacies of security systems, and Ruben Tishkoff as he was the man responsible for designing and implementing highly sophisticated security system for the Las Vegas mogul, Terry Benedict, and the owner of the three casinos Ocean plans to rob.

In addition to needing  a large crew to carry out his plan of robbing three casinos in Las Vegas:  the Bellagio, MGM Grand and the Mirage, Ocean’s scheme is not done without meticulous planning for every little thing that could arise. Ocean’s plan is so intricate he has every element worked out to the precise minute. This is clear when he is describing his plan and he says, “Saul’s package will arrive at 7:05” (Ocean’s Eleven).  Close attention to detail is also evident when Ocean says, “I want you to know each casino inside and out,” and when he says, “I want to know everything that is happening in every casino” (Ocean’s Eleven) Further, the exactness of this plan is seen when Rusty reports to Benedict that he has a little more than $160 million in his vault. However, even with the close attention to detail the success of this plan is no sure thing. Terry Benedict, the owner of the three casinos, is a very shrewd businessman and knows everything that is happening in his hotel making the job even trickier. This is apparent when Rusty says, “He is as smart as he is ruthless” (Ocean’s Eleven) This is also evident when Linus Caldwell says, “There is rarely an incident he doesn’t know about or handle personally,” and when Terry Benedict remarks, “In my hotel there is someone always watching” (Ocean’s Eleven).

Finally, Danny Ocean also plays the role of deceiver. This is especially true on two occasions. The first is when Ocean is sitting chatting in the restaurant with Tess. Tess asks Ocean if he steals anymore and Ocean replies, “no lie” (Ocean’s Eleven). Ocean is indeed lying because he says one thing and does another. In the second scenario Benedict asks, “Did you have a hand in this?”, Ocean then replies, “Did I have my hand in what? I don’t know what you are talking about Benedict” (Ocean’s Eleven). Yet earlier in the movie Ocean says, “This is my job” (Ocean’s Eleven), letting viewers know that he is the mastermind behind the scheme.

 Ocean’s Eleven does indeed fit the description of a modern day trickster tale. The trickster is always one step ahead of the man he is trying to undo. He has no conscience or moral standards by which he lives. No one is going to tell him that what he is doing is wrong. Like many trickster characters Ocean is after wealth. 
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